
Notice is hereby given that the 55th Annual General
Meeting of the above Association will be held at the
GFS Hall, 58 Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha,
Colombo 3,  on Saturday, 09th December 2023 at
10.00am

Agenda:
1. To read the notice convening the meeting.
2. To confirm the Minutes of the 54th Annual
General Meeting.
3. To adopt the Report of the Honorary Secretary for
the year 2021.
4. To adopt the Audited Accounts of the Association
for the year ended 31.12.2021
5. Election of Office Bearers: President and Vice
President remain the same in accordance with article
14 (V) of the Articles of Association.
Committee members: Ranjit Samarasinghe, Shiona
Weerasekera, Manel Jayasekera, Gamini
Wimalasuriya & Sadhana Vikrantha resign in
accordance of 14 (VI) of the Articles of Association
and offer themselves for re- election. 
6. Appointment of Auditors
7. President’s Address
8. Any other business of which 10 days’ notice has
been given 
9. Vote of Thanks
10. Raffle draw

By order of the Management
Shiona Weerasekera – Hon. Secretary 
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The Animals’ Welfare and Protection Association (Sri Lanka)
Notice of Annual General Meeting

I shall/shall not attend the AWPA AGM 2023

……………………………               ………………
Name of member                            Signature

Please confirm attendance - 
Email: info.awpa@gmail.com

Whatsapp: 077 885 7778
Post to: Shiona Weerasekera,
No .28, Dr. E.A. Cooray Mw, 

Colombo 6



Rescues

Report of the Hony. Secretary for the year ended 2022

Rocco 
Angry, aggressive, was Rocco, when rescued - and this is no
surprise. His story is truly tragic because so much of his
suffering is due to deliberate human cruelty.
Someone tried to drown Rocco: actually tied a stone round his
neck and threw him into the lagoon. But this was witnessed and
a brave young man dived in and pulled him out in time. This and
whatever other horrors this poor boy has gone through left him
with many issues and a deep distrust of humans.
Emaciated and in poor health, he has been treated for tick fever,
and once this was cleared, vaccinated, neutered.
At the Kahatuduwa Shelter, we have started his rehabilitation,
already we see a change. Physically, his body condition is so
much better, and he is slowly becoming used to our interaction
with him.
No more suffering for him.
He is being given plenty of nutritious food, (still very hungry and
gobbles his food), care with a very gentle and slow approach
and shelter with his own space.

Tikiri 

Tikiri was severely malnourished and dejected, and was found by our
caretaker, being chased away from a temple due to her skin condition
which was horrible. Crumbling, crawling with ticks and fleas, her paws
were pink and inflamed. Her suffering was so visible. She looked around
3 to 4 months old due to her size, but her teeth revealed that she is
more than 9 months old. 

She was visited by our vets once every three days. Her treatment
required daily applications of oils and ointments, pills several times day
and nutritious food. After 2 weeks of rigorous treatment, a few hairs
started to show, and the protruding bones were less visible. She is now
fully recovered and in top shape, nipping at the ankles of all our visitors!!

We appeal for funds to help rescue street dogs and cats like Tikiri.
It’s impossible to turn a blind eye on their suffering, and so very
heartening to see their recoveries.  

The Kahathuduwa Shelter has been blessed with 10 new kennels
which has made it possible to comfortably house many animals in
need of care and shelter. The front yard of the Dehiwela Shelter has
had a complete repair and renovation with floors lifted so that this
area no longer floods. Both these building works have been funded
by the Professor D A & Anne Ranasinghe legacy.

We also acknowledge with gratitude: Rs. 3,000,000/-given by Mrs.
Kushlani Amarasuriya to create the “Thakshan Gamini Ranasinghe
Memorial Fund’ placed as a fixed deposit and the interest income
used to fund AWPA operations, and Rs. 6,500,000/- by Mr. Ananda
Ranasinghe to support building works at the Shelters. We have
completed renovations at the Kahathuduwa Shelter, for the first stage

We are most grateful for the continued support of Canage &
Krishanthi Nagendra and all our regular donors who continue to send
in donations despite the dire economic state. 

The continued negative economic effects in Sri Lanka have affected
the running of the organization with many challenges faced by us.
However, this has not impacted our shelters animals and we continue
to feed nutritious food, vaccinate timely and provide other vet care as
needed. 

Another issue has been the stream of migration which has resulted in
many leaving their pets behind.

Sterilisation continues to be a key activity for the Association, and we
advocate for this in terms of persuading people to sterilize their 
animals, both male and female, support feeders and on the other
side – lobbying to source the funds to meet these costs.

Rescues remain heartbreaking- with so many requestes for help and
we are limited in what we can do as the cost is huge and we do what
we can, given the constraints we face. 

The Animal welfare groups of Sri Lanka continue to lobby for the
Animal welfare Bill, meeting Parliamentarians and we remain hopeful
but the timeframe is uncertain.



The Minutes of the 54th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Association held at 10 am on Saturday, 3rd
December 2022, at the CR&FC Hall, 28 Malalasekera Mawatha, Colombo 7 

Animals’ Welfare and Protection Association (AWPA) Sri Lanka
Meeting Minutes of the 54th AGM held on the 03 December 2022
at 10.00 a.m.

The welcome address was given by the Honorary President, HJ
for the 54th AGM held at the CR&FC. SW, Honorary Secretary
read the minutes of the 53rd AGM which were proposed by AW
and seconded by SS. This was followed by the Report of the
Secretary that was proposed by AR and seconded by MJ.

President’s Address
HJ announced that she will be resigning after serving 20 years as
the President and over 35 years as a committee member. She
handed over the official resignation letter to SW. She will remain
on the committee and continue her work visiting and supporting
the shelters. She thanked the committee for supporting her during
her tenure and standing by her. Her greatest achievement was
building the second shelter at Kahathuduwa. Even though the land
was donated, her leadership and guidance helped raise funds to
build the shelter. She thanked all the donors who have supported
the AWPA over the years as well. She specifically thanked the late
Anne Ranasinghe and her family for their continued support and
the trust fund established for the AWPA, who knew about the good
and honest work the association was doing and hence her
continued support to the AWPA.

Amidst a turbulent environment the shelters were run, the shelter
animals were fed and given vet care. The staff were looked after
by members of the committee as well. During the lockdowns
regular feeders of street animals were supported by the AWPA.

HJ mentioned sterilizations should take place regularly and the
members of the association should come forward to volunteer and
support the campaigns. She thanked IS for a fantastic job done in
handling the sterilizations and mentioned sterilizations took place
during the pandemic through referrals thanks to IS’s efforts.
Campaigns can be done if there is a coordinator available for that
respective area.

Elections
The new President, Iromi Salgado was elected. She was proposed
by NT and LW seconded her election.

The new Vice President was elected as SdS passed away after
battling a long illness. LW was elected as the new VP. She was  

proposed to by SV and seconded by AR.

A few committee members, AR, LP, NT, AW and DS who were up
for re-election were proposed by SV and seconded by IS.

The auditor, M/S Tudor V. Perera & Co, was re-elected as well.
They were proposed by AR and seconded by DS.

Finances
The Treasurer GW presented the audited accounts for 2019 and
2020. The audited accounts were proposed by SV and seconded
by NT. He stated donations have gone up by 50% while the
expenditure has remained the same. The fixed deposits bring
revenue from the interest they generate. He thanked AR and the
finance committee for their support and hard work.

Incoming President’s Address
IS thanked everyone who attended the AGM and requested their
support over the coming years. She requested regular visitors to
the Kahathuduwa shelter and stated transport can be provided to
members who wish to join the visits to this shelter taking place
every Thursday. She mentioned these visits encourage the staff
who are doing a good job running and maintaining the shelter and
its animals.

Other
This was followed by a presentation done by SV that gave an
update on the shelter animals, remembered a few who passed
away and mentioned the dane program was going on with regular
danes and donations. She updated on the shelter vaccinations,
showed visuals of the new kennels that have been built in both
shelters that are raised to keep the animals safe during flooding.
She thanked the regular volunteers and shared a few amazing
rescue stories. IS’s contribution to the sterilizations drive over the
past 2 years was appreciated. A farewell was made to SdS, a
long-standing committee member who passed away and it was
mentioned she volunteered with the AWPA until one month before
her death. The committee members were introduced, and their
contribution appreciated.

NT gave the vote of thanks. And SW invited the participants to
have refreshments.

The AGM was concluded by 11.30 a.m.



Accounts - Income & Expenditure

Please help us by Fostering
1. Can you give a temporary home to pups/kittens

until they can be admitted to our shelters?
2. Can you give a home to an adult dog or cat for a
few days when a member goes on a holiday or to

hospital?

Please call 077 656 5181 if you can help us!

Our Bank Details:
Bank of Ceylon code - 034 Kollupitiya Branch

Account name: The Animals' Welfare &
Protection Association

Current Account No: 0001629496

Please call or WhatsApp 077 885 7778, or email
info.awpa@gmail.com if you make a deposit to our

account, so that we can trace it and acknowledge the
donation 



Accounts - Balance Sheet

Chooti Kella won our 2023 Avurudu Kumari Contest!



Sterilisations & Thrift Store

 AWPA STERILIZATION STATISTICS -
2022 

 DOG/FEMALE DOG/MALE  CAT/FEMALE   CAT/MALE  TOTAL 

944 43 1,015 73 2,075 

The AWPA started the year 2022 with a few campaigns
but had to stop in August due to financial constraints. We
continued to assist many low income pet owners and
community animal feeders, and still managed sterilise and
neuter 130 more animals than 2021.
 
Sterilization of females dogs and cats and the neutering of
male animals are crucial to reduce the stray animals in the
country, to reduce the incidence of Rabies and to prevent
horrific injuries of street animals. 

Please support our sterilization initiatives. If you
would like to donate towards sterilizations or sponsor
a campaign, please contact Iromi on 077 656 5181.

Weekly Thrift Store

The AWPA now conducts a weekly
Thrift Store in its efforts to raise
funds for its activities of running the
shelters, sterilising dogs and cats of
low income households or those
living on the streets, and towards our
rescue efforts. 

We are grateful to our donors who
send us their excess possessions -
either never used or used gently. 

Items donated are carefully
scrutinized and priced by our regular
Thrift Store volunteers, who also
help to lay out items for sale each
week and pack them up at the end of
the day.   

The Thrift Store Concept is one of
growing popularity with the increased
need to reduce production and
increase the useful lifetime of a
product due to its effect on the planet
- wastage causes environmental
pollution and the impact on climate
change from excessive production. 

Please share this initiative with your
friends and domestic staff. Items on
sale are in good condition and priced
at a bargain. It’s an ideal stop for
young people starting a new home,
for young executives looking to
upgrade their wardrobes, or for
bookworms who are always on the
lookout for more to read. 

Please call 077 656 5181 for more
details.   



Adopt! Adopt! Adopt!

The Animal's Welfare and Protection Association (AWPA) in Sri Lanka
has always been on a mission to promote the adoption of shelter dogs
and cats and create a better life for these poor animals who have
undergone much trauma to get to our shelters. Currently, the AWPA
operates two shelters, where over 35 pups, aged 4 weeks to 2 years,
are waiting for their forever homes. 

These pups and kittens are not just adorable, but they are also sweet,
healthy, fluffy, and extremely loving and friendly. They are free to kind
and loving homes that will provide them with safety and care. Street
dogs, often overlooked, are incredibly resilient and low-maintenance
pets due to their diverse genetic backgrounds. They require minimal
care and food compared to pedigreed dogs, making them the perfect
choice for families and individuals looking for a loving companion
without the added expenses.

Street dogs in particular, are known for their loyalty and make excellent
watch dogs, particularly when adopted in pairs. Both cats and dogs are
an organic solution to several tropical pest control problems, where you
won’t have to expose your family to harmful chemicals or resort to
inhumane glue boards to get rid of cockroaches, rodents and many
unwelcome bugs!

Sadly, many of these pups and kittens never find homes and spend
their entire lives in the shelters. This causes overcrowding and our
having to refuse to enter additional street pups and kittens in danger. 

By adopting a shelter dog, you not only welcome a new family member
but also play a crucial role in saving a cycle of lives, all while avoiding
support for unscrupulous breeders who abuse the magnificent
pedigrees and dump them on the streets when they can no longer
breed.

To adopt one of these adorable puppies and experience the joy of
welcoming a new furry friend into your home, please contact Shiona on
077 345 0031 or Iromi on 077 656 5181. The AWPA is committed to the
well-being of these dogs and will ensure that they are sterilized at the
Association's cost when they reach six months of age.

Merry
Christmas!

To all our donors, supporters, volunteers,
followers and well wishers. With all our
love from the doggies and the kitties of

the AWPA 



Wear your Love, support our Fundraisers!

Volunteer

If undelivered, please return to:
No. 28, Dr. E. A. Cooray Mawatha

Colombo 6

Join and Support Us!
While we may not always be able to afford to make financial donations to the AWPA, we can always afford to give a little of our time to help
those who are unable to speak for themselves. You may stay up to date with our activities by joining our volunteer WhatsApp group. A
commitment to time is not required of you. Send a WhatsApp message to Neelika on +94 77 310 6176 introducing yourself and explaining
how you can help us. We usually visit Dehiwela on a Saturday morning and Kahathuduwa on a Tuesday or a Friday. Transport to
Kahathuduwa can be arranged. We need your help with bathing, de-ticking, vaccinating, applying medication and with cleaning and
organising the shelters.   

Please email info.awpa@gmail.com if you wish to receive the newsletter electronically  

The AWPA has a limited amount of slogan t’shirts so that you can show the world just
how much you love your street pooches and kitties, and promote the adoption of shelter

and street animals.

PRICE: RS.2,500
UNISEX SIZES XS, S, M, L,  XL. 

Call or WhatsApp 0778857778 to purchase. Collection from Col 7 or they can be couriered to your home (charges apply). 

This is a fundraising initiative of the The Animals Welfare & Protection Association, done on limited budgets
and offered for the second year due to popular demand. 


